
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
pѲeasing to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemerĸ PsaѲm ƎƔثƎƑ

Ohķ ho� I �ish |ha| e�er� �ord |ha| I spoke �as gѴorif�ing |o
God and beneficiaѴ |o o|hersĺ SadѴ�ķ |ha| is of|en far from |he
|r�|hĺ La|eѴ� IĽ�e been camping o�| in Pro�erbsķ reading o�er
and o�er |he �arnings of |he damage o�r speech can doĺ These
�erses bring me |o m� knees in repen|ance and pra�er |ha| God
�o�Ѵd change m� hear| and m� mo�|h so |ha| He �o�Ѵd be
gѴorified �hen I speakĺ Con�ic|ion and repen|ance are gif|s
from Godķ b�| of|en |hese gif|s can be painf�Ѵ |o |he beѴie�erĺ
Perhaps IĽm no| aѴone in m� need |o repen| and aѴign m� hear|
and speech �i|h GodĽs s|andardĺ Th�sķ I in�i|e �o� |o camp in
|hese �erses �i|h meĺ

Too much taѲk Ѳeads to sinĸ Be sensibѲe and keep your mouth shutĸ 
Proverbs ƎƍثƎƔ

The heart of the godѲy thinks carefuѲѲy before speakingķ the mouth
of the wicked overfѲows with eviѲ wordsĸ 
Proverbs ƎƒثƏѴ

A truѲy wise person uses few wordsķ a person with understanding is
evenňtemperedĸ
Proverbs ƎƓثƏƓ

Ŏcontinuedŏ

Thro�gho�| |he OѴd Tes|amen|ķ �e see IsraeѴ
|�rn a�a� from God again and againĺ I| breaks
o�r hear|sķ b�| i| of|en confo�nds �sķ |ooĺ We
are so cer|ain |ha| if �e had seen aѴѴ |he
�onders God had done for His peopѴeŊŊ |he
�a�s He had pro�ided and pro|ec|ed |hemŌ
�e �o�Ѵd ne�er ha�e been �nfai|hf�Ѵ |o Himĺ 

B�| Ѵook a| o�r o�n co�n|r�ĺ Ver� soonķ �e
ha�e a chance |o e�ercise o�r righ| |o heѴp
shape o�r co�n|r�ĺ In Ƒ Chrĺ ƕĹƐƓķ God
promisesķ ľif m� peopѴeĻ h�mbѴe |hemseѴ�esķ
and pra� and seek M� face and |�rn from |heir
�icked �a�sķ |hen I �iѴѴ hear from hea�en and
�iѴѴ forgi�e |heir sin and heaѴ |heir ѴandĺĿ 

Wi|h h�mbѴe hear|sķ Ѵe|Ľs fer�en|Ѵ� repen| of
o�r sins and beg God |o heaѴ o�r ѴandĴ

BѴessingsķ
MeѴanie WoѴ|jeķ
WomenĽs Minis|r� Team Leader
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Guest ArticѲe, Continued

The tongue can bring death or Ѳifeķ those who Ѳove to taѲk
wiѲѲ reap the consequencesĸ
Proverbs ƎѴثƏƎ

The mouth of the godѲy person gives wise advice, but the
tongue that deceives wiѲѲ be cut offĸ The Ѳips of the godѲy
speak heѲpfuѲ words, but the mouth of the wicked speaks
perverse wordsĸ 
Proverbs ƎƍثƐƎňƐƏ

Some peopѲe make cutting remarks, but the words of the
wise bring heaѲingĸ TruthfuѲ words stand the test of time,
but Ѳies are soon exposedĸ 
Proverbs ƎƏثƎѴňƎƔ

One who guards his mouth protects his Ѳifeķ One who
opens wide his Ѳips comes to ruinĸ 
Proverbs ƎƐثƐ

Lo�e �o� aѴѴ deauѴ�ķ
Vanevva
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A survey of the overaѴѴ story of Scripture shows God aѴways in pursuit of His peopѴe. This is because God covenanted to save a
peopѴe for HimseѴf before sin even entered the worѴd. God created His image-bearers from an overfѴow of perfect Ѵove and
feѴѴowship experienced within the Godhead (the Father, the Son & HoѴy Spirit), and this wiѴѴ be fuѴѴy reaѴized at the
consummation when His peopѴe wiѴѴ be gathered together and Ѵive in His presence in the new heaven and new earth (ReveѴation
21). BeѴievers, whiѴe invited to a personaѴ reѴationship with God through Christ, experience God more fuѴѴy when they are part of
a church. In His infinite wisdom, God created us to Ѵive out our faith in a communaѴ way, coѴѴectiveѴy as His peopѴe. UntiѴ Jesus
returns, we have the gift of feѴѴowship of Christian beѴievers! David decѴared in PsaѴm 133:1, “How deѴightfuѴѴy good when
brother Ѵive together in harmony!” Like other spirituaѴ discipѴines, Ѵiving together in harmony with feѴѴow beѴievers is something
we do, and reguѴar feѴѴowship with other beѴievers is a means of God’s grace in our Ѵives.

We can see that the earѴy church devoted themseѴves to daiѴy feѴѴowship (Acts 2:Ɠ2). Meeting together as a church is important.
But we may wonder what Christian feѴѴowship shouѴd Ѵook Ѵike today. There are a few defining activities that beѴievers do within
the ѴocaѴ church that are uniqueѴy important, and they are caѴѴed ordinances. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper visibѴy distinguish
the community of beѴievers that make up the church. These ordinances are expѴicitѴy found in Scripture, and they are far richer
than mere Christian tradition or reѴigious rituaѴ. They are outward expressions of the inward disposition of our union with Christ.

Baptism and partaking of the Lord’s Supper were ordained by Jesus for the edification of His body. In Matt. 2Ѷ:1Ɩ-20, Jesus
commanded His discipѴes, “Go, therefore, and make discipѴes of aѴѴ nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the HoѴy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you.” Baptism is a command for every
beѴiever. The HoѴy Spirit affirms this through the ApostѴe Peter in Acts 2:3Ѷ when Peter says, “Repent and be baptized, each of
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you wiѴѴ receive the gift of the HoѴy Spirit.” Baptism is an
act of obedience to God. The physicaѴ act of baptism is symboѴic of one’s spirituaѴ reaѴity; it is a visibѴe symboѴ of repentance in
the beѴiever’s heart. The water represents cѴeansing of sin that comes through the Ѵife, death, and resurrection of Christ.

Jesus aѴso instituted the Lord’s Supper. In 1 Cor. 11:2Ɠ-2Ɣ, He offers the bread & wine to His discipѴes as symboѴs of His body
and “the new covenant in His bѴood.” Today, beѴievers reguѴarѴy partake in the Lord’s Supper in remembrance of Christ and His
death, buriaѴ, and resurrection. The BibѴe does not specify the frequency of the Lord’s Supper. However, it is a reguѴar practice
seen within the feѴѴowship of the earѴy church. Partaking in the Lord’s Supper is an essentiaѴ component of Christian feѴѴowship.

These ordinances are expressions of the new birth that beѴievers have in Christ. In Christ, we are chiѴdren of God. This is now
our identity and this new birth Ѵeads to new Ѵife. As obedient chiѴdren, we are to Ѵove one another constantѴy with a pure heart
(1 Pet. 1:22). Christian feѴѴowship is an overfѴow of being God’s chiѴdren. It is the outward sign of a shared, inward reaѴity. We, as
Christians, ought to Ѵive differentѴy because we are different. Our feѴѴowship is not Ѵike the worѴd’s. It goes beyond shared
interests, causes, and passions. Christian feѴѴowship is an expression of hearts and minds united by the gospeѴ of Jesus. This is
why Christian feѴѴowship enjoys true unity within diversity. It is about Jesus and together, being His peopѴe. We share in each
other’s sufferings and carry one another’s burdens. It invoѴves confessing to each other, extending grace, and reminding one
another of the gospeѴ.

Christian feѴѴowship requires intentionaѴity—a commitment to be an active member of the body of Christ. Our feѴѴowship
requires effort, vuѴnerabiѴity, and authenticity rooted in the truth of the gospeѴ. This may be in a smaѴѴ group, a Sunday schooѴ
cѴass, or some other setting. RegardѴess, it happens in the ѴocaѴ church as we study Scripture, pray, and share our Ѵives together.

AdditionaѴ reading… Romans ѵ:1-11; 
Matthew 2ѵ:2ѵ-2Ѷ; 1 Peter 1:1Ɠ-22
(Growing in Grace: Knowing and Loving 
God Through SpirituaѴ DiscipѴines)
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